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SELECTIONS FEOM THE LETTER-BOOKS OP THOMAS 
WHARTON, OF PHILADELPHIA, 1773-1783. 

(Concluded from Vol. xxxiii, page 453. ) 

Philadelphia January 31, 1775. 
Dear Brother Samuel Wharton, 

I wrote thee on the 18 th January per Capt Osborn, since 
when none of thy favors are received. We impatiently look 
for the December mail, as we think some judgment may then 
be found of whats to be the fate of these colonies ; deep and 
gloomy are our prospects, and the considerate part of the 
inhabitants greatly fear our happy days have departed from 
us ; as they cannot see how peace is to be restored without 
a sacrifice made on one side or the other, which perhaps in 
some distant day may be equally prejudicial to the empire, 
but the times are such that it wont do for me fully to 
express my sentiments. The enclosed letter from Joseph 
Dobson will inform thee to what a pitch a part of the inhab- 
itants of Maryland are got. I have given such directions 
relative to the powder and lead as appeared to me most 
eligible and which alone could any ways secure the payment 
of what the people thought proper to take, and preserve the 
remainder of the goods from being destroyed, which I 
should very much have feared, had I acted a contrary part 
to what I have done. Notwithstanding a part of the people 
of Maryland seem thus fierce especially those who reside to 
the Avest end, most of whom are of our particular sect — yet 
at Annapolis and other places, a check has been given to 
their unjustifiable proceedings, for to be plain with thee tho' 
the inhabitants throughout the continent disapprove of the 
several late acts of parliament relative to Boston and Quebec 
and think them both unjust & impolitic, yet they cannot 
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help believing that a particular sect are working those 
matters up to a much higher pitch than the nature of the 
case required, and doing their utmost to involve the whole 
continent in the same unhappy predicament as Boston is, 
not doubting when thats effected, they can successfully 
oppose our present state, but the thoughtful among us 
cannot help asking, what is to be the next step if England 
should be overcome? This question sinks deep in our 
friends, for although we think our parent wrong with re- 
spect to some acts of parliament, yet we have reason to 
believe she will ever redress our grievances when properly 
stated ; but what redress is to be expected, what civil or 
religious liberty enjoyed, should others gain the ascendency. 
Friends have published a short epistle, which I enclose, this 
with the determined resolution of very great numbers to 
oppose a measure which it was said, the committee intended 
to adopt of learning the use of arms, has so put them by 
their [torn] that they have broke up without recommending 
such a plan. Indeed they knew, that a large body of us I 
say the most substantial inhabitants were determined to 
unite and openly oppose them, — I most ardently pray that 
the measures which our sovereign and the parliament may 
pursue, may be such as to restore our ancient and happy 
connection. 

I suppose our Governor will by this mail transmit some 
further accounts relative to Conolly's conduct as an officer 
under Lord Dunmore, the accounts say, that Conolly with a 
number of armed men came a few weeks ago to the court 
house of Westmoreland, there seized Capt. Sinclair prothon- 
itary of the county, and made him give security in £4000 
that he would not attempt to hold a court &c there. — 
Conolly and his men then proceeded to the prison, and set 
at liberty upwards of 100 persons confined for debt and 
other actions; this man could not thus act without the 
express direction of his only support Lord Dunmore, — as 
for Col. Croghan, I have not received a line from him 
for many months, tho' he must have received several letters 
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from me, I know not the reason, unless it be my hav- 
ing pressed him to pay or secure Bro. Joseph his heavy 
debt— 

Thou'l find by the public papers, that the New York 
Assembly have refused to take any of the proceedings of 
Congress into their consideration, but intend to act for them- 
selves, had our contemptible house done the same, we might 
have expected some good, but Dickenson's politicks turned 
the scale, and caused the vote to pass as it did, and our Gov- 
ernor never laying down before the House the instructions 
he had received similar to those of Gov Oolden, was one 
great means of its being effected, for had the house seen 
that, I am confident they never would have gone into the 
vote of approbation they did. — Is it possible for the crown 
to suffer such conduct to go unnoticed. 

I am informed that the Jersey Assembly have approved 
the measures of the Congress, and its said that they are 
again at high quarrel with their Governor about the robbery 
of the Treasury, he violently supporting Skinner the Treas- 
urer. Indeed it clearly appears from their votes, that the 
Gov. was determined to oppose the Assembly to the last, 
until he found almost a unanimous vote to petition the King 
against him, — then he caused Skinner to resign the office, 
and this Gov r is greatly lessened in the good esteem of the 
people. 

I remain &c. 

J. W. 

Philadelphia May 6, 1775 

Dear Brother Sam l "Wharton, 

By captain Falkner I received a letter without a signa- 
ture, also yesterday thy several favors were delivered me by 
Doctor Franklin, who is arrived in a good state of health, 
and time enough to give his advice and assistance at the 
Continental Congress which meets here on the 10 th ; — but 
few of the members are yet arrived, — as our House are sit- 
ting I should expect they will appoint the Doctor as one of 



44 Letters of Thomas Wharton, 1773-1788. 

our delegates ; — a petition was yesterday presented to the 
Assembly signed by a considerable number of the inhabi- 
tants requesting them to call a way and means to raise 
£50,000 for the purchase of arms, ammunition &c such a 
sum as this I dont expect will be granted, but its more than 
probable some money will ; I shall not presume to offer any 
objections to such a plan, lest it should offend any person's 
patriotism, but be assured I will exercise my judgment in 
such matters as relate to my civil rights, as well as all 
others, and I cannot therefore approve of the letters of Jac. 
Smith to J. Dobson & Co., notwithstanding his declaration 
of having the knowledge of men and measures superior to 
other people. If he really has, why should he risk Dobson 
and Co. Surely he might have wrote the printers directly 
under a fictitious character ; — but I leave the subject with 
only remarking, that I see but little consistency with respect 
to men and measures ; the various letters in my possession 
at one time calls the Doctor all to nought; now he is every 
thing, and all persons whatsoever are implicitly to follow his 
directions and advice. 

By the last post from Maryland, I was informed that the 
people had taken possession of all the powder and lead at 
Georgetown, but that they were willing to give their Bond 
for the same payable in 6 months @ 130 percent in advance ; 
we wrote to Thomas Richardson on the subject endeavouring 
to get immediate payment, stating the particular disadvan- 
tage it must be to the concerned by unsorting the Cargo, 
and letting them know that powder had been bought by our 
committee @ £15 f)C. that W. thought under every circum- 
stance they should pay the same. 

By letter I received from J Alsop of the 3 rd inst. I have 
the following intelligence "Since Sunday week &c There 
are 20 companies formed in this city who are daily learning 
the exercises, they may amount to about 2000 men ; the 
same spirit I am told is diffusing itself through this and the 
neighboring provinces. — I was told by a person of good 
judgment that he believed there were upwards of 70,000 
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men on the continent now learning the use of arms. — Han- 
cock and Adams are just arrived to attend the Continental 

° I am thy affe Brother, 

T. W. 

„ -r, c Philadelphia May 13, 1775 

Dear Brother Samuel, j 

I refer thee to my last of the 6 th Per Capt. Read to whose 
particular care I delivered the packet containing newspaper 
&c— The April packet is not yet arrived we therefore know 
not if Capt Trent be in her. The last post brought me a 
letter from Joseph Dobson, in which he says he had sold 
and delivered all the powder and lead @ 130 Percent say 
128 Qr Casks of powder & 50 ,b of lead payable in 6 months 
for which some responsible persons were to give their Bond 
to me ; — I have no doubt he has done every thing which 
could be for the preservation of that, as well as the rest of 
the property at Georgetown, for had he or I refused to let 
them have the powder and lead, the people would have 
taken them by force, and perhaps refused paying for them ; 
indeed, the remainder of the goods would not have been 
safe ; of the lead there are 6 Casks marked I P and 4 Casks 
W T — to the temper of the times we must submit. A few 
days since I also received a letter from Cha' McClure (to 
whose father the place you hold near Carlisle formerly be- 
longed) — he seems desirous to purchase it but will not give 
more than £1100 for it, and that I am to be paid in an easy 
manner to him. Now I think yet due to R. Meredith is at 
least £800 sterling which is £1350 Currency, and I suppose 
the mortgage to C Mifflin with inter: is about £425, and 
thou may remember, I was assured when the first mortgage 
was given that this place was really worth £1700 or £1800 
or upwards. I beg to be informed whats to be done in this 
case, whether it shall be sold for that price, or it must lay 
and the mortgage eat out the whole estate by interest. 

The enclosed newspapers will generally present to thy 
view the state of the provinces ; little but exercising &c is 
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now practised in this once peaceful land. — The Congress 
have been met for 3 days, but little or no business of mo- 
ment has been adopted by them, as they wait for the dele- 
gates from Rhode Island who are expected here tomorrow, 
but its scarce to guess what steps they will pursue, but be 
assured I have reason to believe they will in no shape relax, 
unless it may be to open the ports to Jamaica, who have so 
nobly stepped forth. — On the 15 th they go into a Committee 
of the whole body in order to consider of ways & means to 
find men and money, the first will (I suppose) be offered 
from the New England colonies, but I cannot think that 
ofier will be adopted because it will be making them Mar- 
shall at the expense of the rest, who in case of an attack 
would be no ways prepared, but I should suppose that it 
will be agreed, to raise and embody a certain number of 
men in each colony. — The doctor has not yet [torn] most 
men believe he has brought over a plan, if he has we may 
know it next week. — All the Virginians are arrived, except 
Patrick Henry, who left the delegates in order to accom- 
pany a number of men to L d Dunmore to demand a restora- 
tion of the gunpowder he has seized, and some of the gen- 
tlemen fear, as he stays so much longer than expected that 
some fresh difficulties had occurred, as there were 1000 
men ready to back him & compel 1 Dunmore to deliver it 
up. — It is currently reported here that his Lordship did de- 
clare if the Virginians pressed or acted in an hostile manner 
he could emancipate the slaves and put arms into their 
hands ; — could he act so diabolical a part he is not fit to 
hold the reins of government. 

This day intelligence from Wyoming is, that the Connec- 
ticut people had again entered upon those lands and were 
determined to hold them. 

I dont doubt but before this can reach thee the packet 
for this month will be arrived with you from New York, in 
her went (among other passengers) John Walls Esq one of 
the council of that province; this gentleman was charged by 
some base annonymous writer with having written to Adm r 
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against the colonies &c; this he has most positively denied, 
and the people are satisfied of his innocence; the real de- 
sign of his sudden departure (as I had it from 3 of the dele- 
gates) was to present to the King a real state of that prov- 
ince as drawn up by the Gov 1 ' and council, and approved of 
by the new provincial committee (the Assembly not being 
called) in which they have stated to his Majesty and minis- 
ter the impossibility of overcoming this continent, as the 
junction is so completely formed and that the people of New 
York government are as much determined to oppose those 
measures adopted by administration, as any other colony. — 
I have just received advice that a body of the Massachu- 
setts people have gone off, to take possession of Ticonderoga 
and Crown Point in order to be masters of those passes, that 
they may hinder the Canadians and Indians from attacking 
that province and New York, its supposed that a number 
from York Government will join them 

I remain thy affec' Brother 

T. W. 

Phila d June 10. 1775. 
Dear Brother, 

I refer thee to my last per Capt Woods & under cover to 
Anthony Todd Esqr. — I was a few days since favored with 
thy letter of April 13 th per Major Trent who arrived in good 
health; the contents of thy letter with that to the Trustees 
has given us great uneasiness, as the communication with 
Canada seems totally cut off since the taking of Ticonderoga; 
Isaac and myself have been much agitated to find a suitable 
person to undertake that journey, at this difficult period. 
Samuel Nichols was at last hit upon, who with an alacrity 
that does honour to friendship has agreed to go and will set 
off in 2 days by stage to New York. I shall obtain of the 
delegates a letter to the officer at Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point for assistance but whether he can get forward is yet 
uncertain. He has agreed to go, we paying his expenses and 
leaving it to thyself to make him a further compensation; — 
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least Capt. Wood should miscarry I can assure thee, that 
Col. Pendleton has no doubt of the attachment being effect- 
ual. I have seen the advertisement issue from the court of 
chancery at thy suit, a copy of which I then sent thee, or by 
the last packet from New York, which, I know not, as my 
engagements for thyself and Bro. Samuel takes up so much 
of my time that I cannot copy my letters. I refer thee to "W. 
S. for news, thy family are pretty well ; I remain thy affec 
Bro. * T. W. 

Phila, December 7, 1775. 
Dear Bro S. W. 

By this mail I hope thou'l receive a long letter of Nov. 30 
to Dec. 4. Its absolutely necessary that I should continue the 
account of matters. At the last meeting of the Trustees they 
requested me to inquire the time which theV — laws limit for 
recording of deeds. I did of some of the most eminent men 
from thence; they answered ; two years for nonresidents was 
the outside, and if not then done, the lands might be entered 
by any person, and titles would pass &c. This account 
threw the Trustees into a good deal of uneasiness, but after 
some time spent, and some observations made it was agreed 
that the laws might not extend &c. Just before I went to 
meet them received a letter from the One Eye dated at N° 
70 Nov. 26, in which he says he shall be at Lancaster the 
11 th and begs that I would attend with N° 2 or 3 in order to 
liquidate and settle every matter with the S. — of 63 ; this I 
find will be no ways to thy interest, and therefore as he has 
begun this unhappy affair, he must wade through it, and 
when he comes here, I shall then move in it if any thing to 
purpose can be done, be assured something must, & that ef- 
fectually, or else every part of this property will be afloat 
and perhaps totally lost to you. Omit no opportunity on re- 
ceipt to give me thy full sentiments. Vessels may come to 
the continent from Lisbon, Cadiz &c. — After the account I 
gave had been canvassed pretty thoroughly N° 14 said he 
was sure that all the S. — would agree either to new deeds 
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or any way we should think best if they could but be put 
upon one footing and that at 50 percent. He would engage 
all would end amicable ; much was said there upon all the 
T — being of the opinion it was absolutely best to be done. — 
I took time to consider the same and -therefore gave no an- 
swer; — my reason was that I could not at that time see which 
way it could be done without affecting N° 3 conveyance to 
Walnut Grove for T 3 ¥ th but on my walking home and rumi- 
nating on what had passed I was satisfied in my mind it 
could be done without affecting that deed say by all the 
seven shares, releasing to the S. — who only hold 30 per- 
cent by the former contacts the additional rate or quantity 
proportionally of 20 percent, this will put all on a parr, and 
its agreed to call them all to this place in 6 weeks, where 
matters must be put on some final and conclusive footing; 
need I say that no man has ever had a harder or more diffi- 
cult task to act than I have, and believe me I would not 
pass through what I have done if I was sure of gaining a 
complete seventh. — No 35 told us, he must go this day to 
Burlington and No 2 being there he meant to consult him 
thereupon, and after a time asked No 14 if he would go 
along, which was agreed to. — Its more than probable they 
will endeavour to hatch something relative to the T V h but I 
think I am on a sufficient guard, if I could only have liberty 
respecting the additional 20 percent. 

In order to keep fair weather as much as possible I yes- 
terday asked Col. Cole to dine with me, but he being en- 
gaged could not come, but unexpectedly breakfasted with 
me this morning and we have had much conversation; he is 
reasonable and sensible and I cannot doubt hearken to whats 
just. — May I drop one hint, N° 14 three days since expressed 
his earnest desire to be on good terms with thee and de- 
clared he would do every thing in his power for a reconcil- 
iation ; and as I am sure its both for thy interest and peace 
of mind it should be so, I sincerely wish thou would either 
divide those T V h between the three partners, or let me as- 
sure N° 14 that he and his late father's family shall have a 
vol. xxxiv. — 4 
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share in the [torn] object. If either of these are to be done, 
which I am convinced will be for thy real advantage, do 
something that will be effectual. — 

I remain &c. 

T. W. 

Phila d December 7, 1775 
Esteemed Friend, 

The acquaintance which I had the honour of holding with 
that great friend to his country Sir "William Johnson, em- 
boldens me to address his son on the present occasion, more 
especially as it relates to a matter executed under Sir Wil- 
liam's immediate patronage. — In the year 1767 and 1768 
sundry accounts were furnished by my Brother Samuel 
Wharton and others relative to losses they sustained by the 
Indians in 1763 to the amount £25916. 10. 8 New York 
currency and which accounts are mentioned by the minutes 
of the Treaty held at Fort Stanwix, to be lodged in the 
Indian Paper Office at Johnston Hall; and as a certified 
copy of the general account wherein the sufferers names and 
respected losses are mentioned is wanted, I now take the 
liberty to request thou will be pleased to give orders that 
the same be made out and transmitted me as soon as may 
be; the expense attending which shall be transmitted as 
soon as I know the amount thereof. It will ever afford 
me a singular pleasure to render thee any acceptable 
service. 

I am respectfully thy friend 

T. W. 
To Sir John Johnson, Baronet. 

Phila d December 7, 1775. 
Esteemed friend, 

I have now before me thy letter of Nov. 10 th and 26 th 
and find them so different in matter that I shall avoid 
making any remarks upon them till I see thee which I ex- 
pect will be as soon as the intended meeting at Lancaster is 
over. As you have in my opinion very injudiciously now 
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brought the land affair into question before the necessary 
papers &c were prepared, so as to found the right of each 
sufferer &c: — upon a just establishment, but as that is pass'd, 
its the desire of all the parties here that nothing further may- 
be done but adjourn your meeting to this city to come to- 
gether about 6 weeks hence, which will give us a proper time 
to obtain from Johnson Hall a true and certified copy of the 
names of the sufferers, and the amount of their respective 
losses. To obtain this I was appointed, and have accord- 
ingly this day wrote to Sir John Johnson, for I believe no 
man of consideration will attempt to establish an office of 
so much consequence as the one proposed must be, without 
such a paper. — It has been suggested that the traders all of 
them accept and would be satisfied with 50 per 0. instead 
of the 30 per 0. reserved to them. I desire thou'l enter 
into no new agreement with any person whatever but let it 
rest under consideration till the meeting proposed be held in 
this city. — I have some remarks to make on this point; its 
right I should inform thee that all the deeds and powers of 
Attorney left by I. W. in his wife's possession have by their 
Trustees Gr. M. & myself been examined and found extremely 
clear and proper — but this breach of orders has been entirely 
owing to thy entering into measures at Fort Pitt totally 
contradictory to the express engagement with me, and 
therefore if any bad consequences arrive thou must take it 
on thyself. 

I forwarded to thee by P. Baynton on the 8 th ult. a packet 
containing 3 letters from Maryland; 2 from S. W. and 
1 from myself; I have heard that R. Calendar &c broke 
them open, whether they have since been delivered I 
know not. 

This I send by Col. Cole who I think a sensible and rea- 
sonable man, and in a conversation I had this day with him, 
he seemed convinced of the necessity of adjourning the 
meeting to this city ; — I have matters to confer with thee on, 
which will not do to commit to paper, and therefore shall 
only add, that I think it most prudent for me not to attend 
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the meeting at Lancaster but to advise thee to act with the 
utmost circumspection and to let me see thee as quick as 
possible. 

I remain thy Friend 

T. W. 

Philadelphia Dec m 13, 1775 
Dear Brother S. "W. 

I have already written thee by this opportunity under 
cover to A. Todd with the proceedings of Congress Ver. I 
have this moment received a letter from G-. Morgan of yes- 
terday dated at Lancaster, a copy of which thou has below. 
If his representation of Trents conduct be just (which I have 
no reason to doubt) I think it so very extraordinary that I 
cannot even guess at the reason for it, and therefore after 
fully ruminating on this whole procedure [torn] with my 
last letter to him by Col. Cole, requesting he would not take 
any hasty measures in so important a work, but that we 
might consult together what was best to be done, to which 
he appears not to have taken the least notice, and as thy 
power of Attorney has fixed either him or me, or both to 
proceed in the liquidation of this important work, thou 
must not be surprised if I relinquish the trust thou assigned 
me, for be assured, I will not unite with him or any other 
person in measures which I deem inconsistent with the na- 
ture of the trust reposed in me. Thou'l observe the in- 
tended meeting is to be held in this city two days hence, 
when I shall be able to speak with more certainty. I see 
many difficulties I shall have to surmount from N° 14 E" 
2 &c. &c. 

I must conclude and am thy affec' Brother 

T. W. 

Phila d January 1 st 1776. 
Dear Brother S. "W. 

We are now entered into a New Year and I pray to the 
great disposer of events that he may so change the hearts of 
those in power in England, that they may from a principle 
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of justice and right agree to withdraw their armies and 
treat with the Americans on terms becoming both them and 
us. I mean that we should be considered as freemen having 
rights and privileges inherent and belonging to us; and yet 
such as are willing to contribute their proportions to the 
general cause of the empire, when applied for in a constitu- 
tional manner; I have no doubt, nay I am sure notwith- 
standing all the preparations for opposition to England, 
nothing would be more joyous to the body of the people of 
this continent than to see an opening whereby the difference 
could be thus settled. — As my time is much engaged I can- 
not go into a detail of the proceedings of Congress, but may 
say they seem determined to proceed with vigor, have 
ordered the building of 13 frigates, and voted three millions 
more of dollars. — Two French men arrived in this city two 
days since and have made their application to Congress; 
their business is a perfect secret out of doors therefore thou 
must not expect I shall hazard a conjecture. Its said one 
of them is a count or marquis. They landed from the 
West Indies at Providence Rhode Island, and proceeded 
from thence to General Washington, and its said communi- 
cated their business to him. He has just sent them to the 
Continental Congress; time may reveal their views. 

Thou'l find by the public papers that a large body of 
troops are arrived in the French West Indies; it has been 
a subject of much speculation, what they can be designed 
for. 

I conclude thy affec e Brother 

T. W. 

Phtlad. June 25. 1776 

Dear feiend Nathaniel Shaw Je, 

The Congress having thought proper to order my old 
acquaintance and friend Govouor Franklin into your parts, 
and as the time of his remaining there is very uncertain, I 
am induced from a long and intimate acquaintance with 
him to recommend him to thy particular notice and friend- 
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ship, and altho' the place of his residence may be so far 
distant from thy house, as to render it impossible for thee 
often to see him, if it may not be inconvenient for thee to 
supply him with what money he may have occasion for, 
during his residence in Connecticut, I therefore request 
thou'l let him have what sums he may want and take his 
drafts on me for the same which shall be cheerfully paid. 
I remain thy real friend, 

T. W. 

Philad. Sept. 12, 1776. 
Respected frieito, 

I have now enclosed thee two letters which came to my 
hands some time since, the other came by Lord Howe and 
sent forward by General Washington to Congress, who 
opened the same with every other letter which that noble- 
man brought and delivered unopened; the other was di- 
rected to John Shaw, but as he could not understand it, he 
sent it to me, and by the key I judge its designed for thee 
and therefore forward it. 

I am thy friend 

T. W. 

Philad. December 24, 1776 
Dear friend, 

I am obliged to thee for thy introducing Thomas Irvine 
Esqr to my acquaintance. He is certainly a sensible judi- 
cious man. As Congress have left this city he setts off 
this day for Baltimore. I gave him a letter to our friend 
"William Paca and hope he will meet with but little diffi- 
culty. There came a cannister some time since directed 
for thee to our house, the necessity of the times has induced 
my mistress to break its bulk, I can therefore only say, I 
must make use of the general plea, necessity, and promise 
to satisfy the cost whenever thou'l let me know what it is. 

I would fill a sheet or two in telling thee of the present 
state of affairs, but that's not safe; Gov. Franklin is shortly 
expected in the Jerseys as we are told his exchange is 
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agreed to by Congress. The English army has laid prin- 
cipally about Trenton though they have by detachments 
penetrated below Burlington, and its supposed will be here 
before long. 

I expect and hope my next letter from thee will be dated 
at a nearer distance than thy last was. 

I remain thy real friend, my whole 
family uniting in their respects to thee, 
To John Alsop Esqr T. W. 

Philadelphia June 23, 1777 
Dear General, 

Little did I expect when last I had the pleasure of con- 
versing with thee, that any thing could arise from the trans- 
actions of any person to whom I am united by marriage or 
otherways, to make it necessary to apply to thee or any per- 
son in authority to interpose their clemency in the suspen- 
sion of a sentence which by its consequence leaves so great 
a stain. But Alas! such are the vicissitudes of human 
affairs that I am called upon to inform General Sullivan 
that Hudson Burr was yesterday brought to this city under 
a guard and now stands confined in a dungeon, under (as 
its said) the sentence of death adjudged thereto by a court 
martial for acting in the capacity of a spy from Gen ri 
Howe's Army. I have hot thought it prudent to see him 
and therefore cant urge any thing from his own account of 
the matter in extenuation of his crime, but on application 
to General Armstrong (who now commands in this city) I 
am informed that the proceedings of the Court Martial, the 
warrant for his execution have neither of them been trans- 
mitted to him, for the want of which proceedings his rela- 
tions are totally at a loss what to offer in mittigation or 
extenuation of his crime; yet in .hopes that some reasons 
might be collected from the proceedings and offered to the 
consideration both of his Excellency Gen rl Washington & 
thyself, I am induced to send this letter by express to thee. 
Suffer me to call upon thy humane disposition, and to 
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mention that this unhappy man is descended from persons 
who have filled some of the first civil offices in this Province, 
that his present relations are equal to any among us for 
unexceptionable characters and affluence of fortune. — And 
altho' they can by no means justify the course of his con- 
duct, yet they trust from General Washington's known be- 
nevolence and thy own humane feelings yoii'l be pleased as 
its the first offence, and we do hope not of the most heinous 
dye to pardon him. I cannot help mentioning that this un- 
happy man is connected by marriage to a virtuous and pru- 
dent woman whose sorrow will be extremely aggravated by 
a death so shamefull as the one usually executed on persons 
charged with this crime besides the indelible blot it will 
leave on three innocent children. 

If my dear friend, I can be so happy as by this applica- 
tion or any other I can make to induce thee to save this 
unhappy man's life, it will ever be remembered by me and 
all his relations with the greatest gratitude. 

I am thy real friend 
To Major General Sullivan, T. W. 

Philad. July 9 th 1777. 
Dear General, 

I did myself the pleasure of addressing a few lines to thee 
on the 23 rd ult and forwarded the same by express, but the 
person who was intrusted with that letter regardless of the 
duty of his station returned without waiting till it might be 
convenient to thee to favor me with thy answer, whereby 
the distressed wife and other relations of Hudson Burr 
remain as yet totally at a loss what to conclude respecting 
his unhappy state; this opportunity presenting by our 
mutual friend Joseph llewes Esq. I am induced again to 
intrude on thy time, at least so much of it as may be 
necessary to call to thy recollection the state of this un- 
fortunate relation of my wife's, hoping thou'l think it con- 
sistent with Justice to order him released from confinement, 
and thereby enable him to pursue his former occupation, 
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that he may assist in the support of a worthy woman and 
three tender children. I the more cheerfully undertake 
this application, because from the accounts which I have 
seen I do believe him innocent of any intent to act in 
the character of a spy, — and in order that General Sullivan 
may have an opportunity of considering a piece of testimony 
in his favor, I have now taken the liberty of enclosing for 
thy perusal the copy of a letter yesterday transmitted me by 
David Shoemaker containing such declarations, while they 
both were in New York, as must evince to a mind so im- 
partial as thine that he could not have had the least thought 
of entering the Army under thy Command with intentions 
so inimical as the character of a spy implies. 

I could say much on this subject, but confiding in thy 
clemency, and the justice of his cause, as well as being de- 
sirous not to intrude too much on thy time, I shall close 
this letter with once more intreating thy compassionate re- 
gard to his tender wife & harmless children, hoping I shall 
have the satisfaction of soon hearing from thee 

I remain with much respect thy real friend 

T. W. 
To Major Gen rl Sullivan. 



Philad. May 11, 1778. 
Esteemed Friends, 

It is with great concern that I have to address you on 
a subject so distressing as the present is ; yet as the whole 
race of man is subject to dissolution so the virtuous and 
great must witness that transition which takes them from 
time to eternity, from works to rewards, this has been the 
consolation of the good in all ages and it therefore does not 
become us to repine, when in our day we behold the man 
who has been a useful member of our Society taken from us, 
altho' we scarce know where to look for such as will 
happily fill that void which his death has occasioned ; this 
is truly the circumstance with us. We have scarcely so 
great a minister now left in the Society as our dear friend 
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John Hunt was. His ministry became more and more 
powerful as his lamp was burning out, and his qualifica- 
tions seemed to increase as he approached the borders 
of that celestial abode he had so often to preach to the 
people of. — 

You no doubt have been informed that a number of 
Friends about eight months since were apprehended by the 
powers of this Province & banished by order of Congress 
into Virginia, and that our dear friend was one of the num- 
ber. He continued the enjoyment of his health and spirits 
till about the middle of February, when he was taken with a 
cold and fever which after some days we were in hopes was 
growing better, when on the 23 rd in the evening he was sud- 
denly seized with the loss of the use of his left leg & foot 
and altho' every means in our power was used to restore the 
parts, it proved ineffectual, and he continued growing 
worse till the 22 nd of the next month, when an amputation 
was determined on and that day was performed by two of 
the best surgeons those parts afforded. Our dear friend 
bore this painful operation with a fortitude becoming a 
christian and we had for some days the pleasing hope that 
he would be restored to his family and friends, but alas ! 
what are the prospects or hope of man; in seven or eight 
days from the amputation he visibly changed for the worse, 
and we had to behold this great man verging towards 
eternity with that serenity & composure which give a 
happy prospect of the excellency of his change, and how- 
ever those cruel men may feel, who have been the cause 
of our thus unjustly suffering near 8 months banishment, 
I can have no doubt but the change is to his eternal 
advantage. 

Pretty early in his sickness he told me he had no will by 
him, and seemed under some difficulty about making one; 
after I had heard his reason for delaying it, I could not help 
informing him, that they did not appear to me of sufficient 
weight to defer any longer so necessary a work. He next 
day committed to paper the heads of his will, and after it 
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was a little digested it was transcribed and executed, and a 
few days after he thought proper to add a codicil thereto ; 
the present unhappy state of this country is such that no 
office subsists wherein I can legally prove the will or obtain 
an' authenticated copy thereof; I nevertheless judged it 
prudent to transmit you a true and correct copy thereof 
whereby you'l be informed that you are part of his Execu- 
tors and of the directions he has left concerning his affairs ; 
nothing in this life he so ardently desired as the payment 
of his just debts, and I can have no doubt had his life been 
spared, and the times would have admitted, he would have 
given his friends in England that proof of his sincere and 
upright conduct as would have been very acceptable to 
them, but as that is now at an end, it well becomes those, 
who undertake the management of matters, to use their 
best endeavours to fulfill his desire. — 

As it is but a few days since our return to this city, and 
the state of affairs are such that no one can move in any thing 
that relates to the adjustment of a man's private affairs, we 
must be content to take an inventory of what effects he 
has, which shall be transmitted to you as soon as conveni- 
ently can be done. 

As no part of his books or papers have been looked into 
its impossible for me to give you any opinion as to the state 
of his affairs, and when that can be done I can at present 
form no judgment. Indeed it looks probable that it scarce 
can be until some settlement of this unhappy dispute shall 
take place. 

I understand that our friend was agent to the Jersey 
Society and that he had labored in an essential manner to 
the recovery of their Estate both in New Jersey and this 
province. It will certainly be right to inform them of his 
decease that they may appoint another agent who may 
adjust their affairs with the Executors whenever it can be 
done, and indeed, that he had papers of great value belong- 
ing to some other persons in London, but as his papers, 
deeds &c. have not been looked into its impossible for me 



60 Letters of Thomas Wharton, 1778-1788. 

to say any thing relative to the situation they are in, or 
to whom they belong ; this letter intending chiefly to ap- 
prise you of his death and in what manner he has left 
his affairs. 

I conclude your real friend 

To Thomas Corbyn and T. W. 

Joseph Talwin in London. 



Philad 31 st May 1783. 
Much esteemed Friend 
Joseph Galloway, 
The pleasing intercourse that subsisted between us for 
many years has been long interrupted by the many difficul- 
ties that have happened since our separation, yet I trust 
we are often remembered by one another in a degree of 
that love which neither time nor distance can wear out but 
will last & continue when time shall be no more. Thy 
tryals and difficulties are many and I sympathise with thee; 
mine though different are not few, may we so profit under 
them, that they may tend to our happiness and unceasingly 
hereafter. — This I expect will be delivered to thee by our 
mutual friend Samuel Fisher, and having so good an op- 
portunity, could not omit a little reviving our acquaint- 
ance, tho' my present situation renders it very difficult. I 
thought well just to mention to thee respecting our pur- 
chase from George Croghan suppose 30,000 Acres, that I 
have paid off our obligation to Hugh Roberts so long ago 
as the year 1 776 and thy share of the purchase and interest 
amounts now to a considerable sum. But as to what we 
are to receive from our purchase it appears as uncertain 
and to human prospects as far off as at any time. Yet 
nevertheless if it should be more agreeable to thy mind to 
convey thy part of the premises to me in consideration of 
my payment of thy part of the obligation to Hugh Roberts, 
than to pay the money, I am willing to take a conveyance 
from thee, as it appears even now at best but a specula- 
tion. But however notwithstanding what I have said on 
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this occasion, believe me I am far, very far from desiring 
thee to do it except it is consistent with thy judgment. It 
is not probable that I shall see thee where thou art, but if 
in the course of events see it right and should return to thy 
native country, it will be a very pleasing circumstance, and 
which I with many of thy friends much desire. Myself 
and family at present enjoy a pretty good share of health; 
having nothing farther at present to add I conclude with 
unfeigned love to thee and thy daughter Elizabeth in 
which my wife and children join and remain thy affec d 
friend. 

T. W. 



